COUNTY SERVICE AREA (CSA) 20 ADVISORY BOARD

Zoom meeting
Draft Minutes for Special Meeting of May 3, 2022
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Marisa Walker
1.   CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by CSA 20 Advisory Board Vice Chairman Craig Knowlton at 10:02 am.
2.   Public Comment
A member of the public commented on the need for additional signage regarding e-bikes on trails.
3.   Indian Valley Trails Walk (Information Item)


Principal Natural Resources Planner Jon Campo and Planner Jason Hoorn led a walk of the Buzzards Burn and Witzel Trails, beginning at the Indian Valley Preserve Gate at Indian Valley Rd. Staff and attendees evaluated current trail conditions and discussed Staff's recommendations in some detail as described on an Indian Valley Trail Concepts Map to improve the trail network, with the goals of reducing maintenance and mitigating sediment runoff into the creeks.
The focus on the Buzzard's Burn Road is to (1) reduce the severe gradient, incorporate significant new rerouting including additional switchbacks with broad curvatures to enhance the trail for both equestrians and hikers, and (2) downgrade it from a Fire Road designation to a hiking and equestrian Trail (with signage indicating bicycles not permitted). Currently mountain bike riders access the steep section by riding up the more gradual Witzel Trail and this and the steep conditions have led to significant erosion, and slippery conditions in the wet season. It was related by staff that PG&E only requires a 5 foot wide trail to access via ATV, so it is anticipated that the Buzzard's Burn Road can be converted to a trail over the 0.1 mile distance.

The focus of proposed work on the Witzel Trail is to upgrade the existing trail from the summit back down to the creek area with a rerouting in a northerly direction in a 5-8% grade, avoiding existing circulation of the meadow, upgrading of existing swithchbacks, and a rerouting to the east onto a higher elevation as the trail follows the creek down to the Indian Valley Fire Road.  This 1000' of rerouting would require 2 additional bridges on the hillside to span steep ravines feeding down to the creek.  The intent of this trail relocation effort is for trail sustainability and maintenance by getting water off of the trail and avoiding sediment runoff into the creek. 
There was extensive discussion by all participants regarding this rerouting with Board Members suggesting Staff explore/evaluate possible technical or engineered solutions to mitigate current sediment runoff which would avoid the rerouting high onto the steep hillside terrain further away from the creek.  It was agreed that the desire is to maintain the creekside experience and provide an environment sustainable for wildlife.  Jill Knowlton mentioned that the hillside rerouting would require 18-24" width and turnouts for equestrians and hikers to pass each other.  It was affirmed that the rerouting/redesignation of Buzzard's Burn would enhance the experience for equestrians and hikers and return the trails to an accessible and attractive loop route.  Board Members advocated that the Buzzard Burn section as well as the steep, eroded road leading from the Indian Valley Fire Road to the Pacheco Pond be designated as the highest priority for reworking. Staff mentioned that proposed Indian Valley Trail Concepts would require evaluation by other stakeholders before being submitted into the permitting process which involves CEQA, US Army Corp of Engineers, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Department of Fish and Wildlife, among the various agencies requiring approval, and potentially would require several years for approvals and scheduling of the work to be completed.
7.  Advisory Board Comments

There were no Board Member comments.
The Meeting was adjourned at 12:20 pm
Next Regular Meeting: September 12, 2022

If you are a person with a disability and require an accommodation to participate in a County program, service, or activity, requests may be made by calling (415) 473-4381 (Voice), Dial 711 for CA Relay, or by email at least five business days in advance of the event. We will do our best to fulfill requests received with less than five business days’ notice. Copies of documents are available in alternative formats upon request.

